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October overview
Two important events relating to the occupied 
Palestinian territory (oPt) garnered widespread media 
coverage in October.  The first of these occurred on 
18 October, when the Israeli authorities released 477 
Palestinian prisoners in exchange for the Israeli soldier 
Gilad Shalit, in the context of a swap agreement 
between Israel and Hamas, mediated by Egypt. The 
second occurred on 31 October, when UNESCO Board 
Members voted to admit Palestine as a member state 
of the organization, a development that followed the 
Palestinian bid for full UN membership, submitted in 
September 2011 to the Security Council. While many 
of the media images surrounding the events depicted 
an atmosphere of hope and euphoria, the ongoing 
hardships and vulnerability facing significant 
segments of the Palestinian population were obscured 
by the coverage.
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One such segment is comprised of the Bedouin and 
herding communities located throughout Area C of 
the West Bank, which face home demolitions, access 
restrictions, and threats of forcible transfer. Twenty 
of these communities (approximately 2,300 people) 
located to the east of Jerusalem, in an area planned 
for settlement expansion, 1 were recently informed 
by the Israeli Civil Administration (ICA) that they 
must leave the area or be forcibly removed, possibly 
as soon as January 2012. This month, humanitarian 
aid organizations conducted a rapid assessment 
of the site, where the ICA intends to relocate these 
communities, and found it unsuitable. This was 
due to its close proximity to a large garbage dump, 
which constitutes a major health and environmental 
hazard, and the shortage of grazing land needed to 
support the communities’ herding livelihoods. 

The sharp rise in settler violence in recent months 
continues to undermine the physical security and 
livelihoods of many other Palestinians across the 
West Bank. Many of this month’s settler attacks 
targeted seasonal activities related to this year’s 
olive harvest. As in previous years, the Israeli 
authorities made efforts to prevent farmers from 
being attacked by Israeli settlers, many of whom 
are armed, primarily by arranging a coordination 
system that allows Palestinians to access their 
olive groves, located in the vicinity of some Israeli 
settlements, during limited time periods when 
the Israeli military could be present to protect 
them. While this system has indeed reduced the 
scope of violence, it puts the onus on Palestinian 
farmers, who must comply with the military’s 
scheduling, rather than on the Israeli authorities, 
who are responsible for enforcing the rule of law 
on the threatening settlers. Moreover, this system 
is ineffective in preventing vandalism of olive trees 
during other times; this month, 1,400 such trees 
were uprooted, killed with chemicals or otherwise 
damaged, bringing the 2011 total of damage to 
nearly 10,000 since the beginning of 2011. 

Palestinian children arrested and prosecuted by 
Israeli military courts represent another vulnerable 
group.  Not one child held in Israeli detention 

was released in the context of the prisoner swap. 
However, during the month, the Israeli army 
issued a military order amending a few provisions 
related to Palestinian children facing detention or 
trial. One of the amendments entails the inclusion 
of children 16 and 17 years old under the category 
of “minors”, as required by international human 
rights law. While these amendments are welcome, 
there remain significant gaps in the protection 
of Palestinian children detained by the Israeli 
authorities. For example, the amendment does 
not ban the incarceration of children 16 and 17 
years old with adults, and leaves ample room for 
the non-notification of parents about the arrest of 
their child, among other gaps. Other unaddressed 
concerns include repeated reports of abuse and 
the lack of effective investigations into allegations 
of ill-treatment during interrogations of children, 
the lack of procedures promoting transparency, 
including the videotaping of interrogations, and 
the holding of child prisoners in facilities outside 
the oPt. These shortcomings occur in the context of 
other serious concerns for both children and adults 
alike, including the Israeli military court system’s 
lack of due process.

In the Gaza Strip, the prisoners’ deal generated 
hopes of a possible relaxation of the blockade, 
but this has so far not materialized. Despite 
commitments made by the Israeli authorities 
several times in recent months to the contrary, 
ongoing restrictions on exports remain in place. 
Although a few cash crops were exported last 
winter to European markets, they constitute only a 
fraction of the agricultural products that used to be 
exported before the blockade, the bulk of which was 
marketed in the West Bank and Israel. For hundreds 
of farmers employed in date farming, the pressure 
on their livelihoods has been further exacerbated by 
the outbreak of a pestilence, which if left untreated 
could devastate the growing date industry.

To alleviate the hardship facing some of the most 
vulnerable segments of the Palestinian population, 
measures to protect the civilian population are 
needed, including the immediate cessation of 
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demolitions and other types of forced displacement, 
the implementation of measures to ensure children’s 
rights, the ending of impunity for Israeli settler 
violence, and the lifting of the blockade on Gaza.

20 Palestinian communities at 
imminent risk of forcible transfer

Assessment finds the proposed relocation site highly unsuitable

Approximately 2,300 residents, 80 percent of 
whom are 1948 refugees, of some 20 Bedouin 
and other herding communities, located to the 
east of Jerusalem, remain at high risk of forcible 
transfer, having been informed by the Israeli 
Civil Administration (ICA) that they must leave 
the area. See OCHA, Bedouin Relocation: Threat 
of Displacement in the Jerusalem Periphery Fact 
Sheet, October 2011. This comes in the context of 
the ICA’s plan to ‘relocate’ Palestinian Bedouin and 
herding communities from Area C, where Israel 
retains control over security as well as planning and 
zoning. The committee representing the Jerusalem 
area communities has reported, at this stage, barring 
a full return to their ancestral land in the Negev, the 
residents do not want to move and have requested 
any possible support to prevent the current threat 
of displacement from materializing. However, the 
ICA has indicated that there is no option but to 
move. The ICA has also indicated that ‘relocation’ 
to a proposed site near the town of Al Eizariya may 
begin as early as January 2012.

In October 2011, humanitarian actors conducted a 
rapid assessment of the proposed relocation site, 
known as Al Jabal, and found it unsuitable for 
human habitation.3 Some of the key concerns stem 
from the proximity of the site to a landfill serving 
the Jerusalem municipality and Ma’ale Adumim 
settlement. The estimated distance of the area 
allocated for housing the displaced population is 
less than 250 meters from the dump site, less than 
half the minimum health safety standard of 500 
meters, adopted by WHO. The Israeli Ministry of 
Environment has recently referred to the landfill 
as “a source of environmental pollution, risk of 
fire and even explosions…,” due to the build-up 

of methane gas in the rubbish, as well as pollution 
of underground water sources.4 In addition to the 
associated safety and health risks, the location 
would clearly undermine the quality of life of the 
residents, who would have to endure constant foul 
odors. 

An additional concern is the deterioration, and 
potential loss, of the herding livelihoods of the 
population at risk of transfer, due to the shortage of 
grazing land in the proximity of the proposed site. 
This may result in overgrazing and extreme strain 
on natural resources for everyone in the area. 

There exists a precedent of this relocation. In the late 
1990s, a group of approximately 200 families were 
forcibly transferred to the same site to make way 
for the expansion of the Ma’ale Adumim settlement. 
These families experienced a severe social and 
psychological shock due to the rapid changes in the 
living conditions, which forced them to abandon, 
almost totally, their traditional Bedouin and 
herding lifestyle. The cultural loss, combined with 
the forced process of urbanization, has undermined 
tribal cohesion and generated social tensions and 
violence. 

Pressure on communities currently being targeted 
for relocation is increasing: on 31 October, the ICA 
demolished nine structures in the communities 
of Khan Al Ahmar Mihtawish and Al Jabal, 
displacing 29people. The structures in the latter site 
were located in the proposed relocation site, and 
following their demolition, the ICA confiscated the 
debris from the site. 

The 20 communities at risk of displacement are 
located in an area that holds strategic significance 
for further expansion of Israeli settlements. This 
includes the E1 plan, which foresees the expansion 
of Ma’ale Adumim and its linkage to Jerusalem. 
If implemented, these plans, along with Barrier 
construction in the area, risk preventing Palestinian 
growth and development and disrupting the 
territorial contiguity of the West Bank. 
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International law prohibits the forced transfer of 
civilians, regardless of the motive or means used, 
unless required for their own security or military 
necessity in times of hostilities. The intentional 
destruction or confiscation of private civilian 
property, including homes, as well as the transfer 
of settlers into occupied territory, is similarly 
prohibited. As the occupying power, Israel has 
an obligation to protect the Palestinian civilian 
population and to administer the territory for the 
benefit of that population. Any move of civilians 
must meet international standards, including 
relating to a free and informed choice.5 

The humanitarian community will accelerate 
assistance to these and other communities at 
high risk of being displaced from their homes to 
stabilize communities where they are and to give 
communities the opportunity to develop their 
futures.

Upward trend in Israeli settler 
violence continues

More than 3,600 Palestinian-owned trees damaged or 
destroyed during 2011 olive harvest

During the month, OCHA recorded a total of 52 
violent incidents perpetrated by Israeli settlers that 
resulted in either Palestinian injuries or damage to 

Palestinian property, down from 68 in September, 
but still well above the 2011 monthly average of 36 
incidents. This is in addition to dozens of incidents 
involving intimidation, denial of access, and 
trespass. In total, 22 Palestinians were injured this 
month in these incidents, including six children. 
Two Israeli settlers were also injured in October 
by Palestinians in two separate incidents in East 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem. The weekly average of 
settler attacks resulting in Palestinian casualties and 
property damage has increased by 40 percent in 
2011 compared to 2010 (eight incidents per week), 
and by over 165 percent compared to 2009 (four 
incidents per week). 

As the annual olive harvest season began earlier 
this month, Palestinians harvesting olives in groves 
near some Israeli settlements and settlement 
outposts in Area C suffered from repeated acts 
of intimidation, physical violence, and property 
damage inflicted by Israeli settlers. As in previous 
years, the Israeli authorities made efforts to prevent 
settlers from attacking Palestinian farmers. This was 
primarily done by arranging a coordination system 
that allows Palestinians to access their olive groves, 
located in the vicinity of some Israeli settlements, 
during limited time periods when the Israeli 
military could be present to protect them. While 
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this system may have prevented some attacks, it 
puts the onus on Palestinian farmers, who must 
comply with the military’s scheduling, rather than 
on the Israeli authorities, who are responsible for 
enforcing the rule of law. Moreover, this system is 
ineffective in preventing vandalism of olive trees 
during other times

In spite of such measures, over 60 percent (32 
incidents) of settler incidents recorded by OCHA in 
October resulting in casualties or property damage 
were related to olive harvest activities. Thirty-two 
(32) of this year’s incidents involved Israeli settlers 
picking and stealing olives from trees belonging to 
Palestinians, uprooting or damaging a number of 
olive trees, and physical assault of olive pickers. 
Moreover, some of the incidents occurred during 
the specific times allocated by the Israeli authorities 
to access olives groves next to settlements. For 
example, on 18 October, during coordination hours, 
a Palestinian farmer from Beit Furik village (Nablus) 
fell and broke her leg as she was being chased by 
Israeli settlers in the vicinity of Itamar settlement. 
In the vicinity of Brukhin settlement (Salfit), Israeli 
settlers set fire to over 700 olive trees belonging to 
farmers from Bruqin village.

Although the number of these incidents were 
fewer in comparison with the same types of 
olive harvest incidents in 2010 (40), there was a 
significant increase in the number of trees damaged 
or destroyed in October 2011. Overall, some 1,400 
olive trees were uprooted, killed with chemicals or 
otherwise vandalized during the month, compared 
with 61 trees damaged in the previous year. Settler 
attacks targeting olive trees through the end of 
October 2011, have damaged or destroyed nearly 
10,000 trees. 

Another 25 incidents of settler violence leading 
to property damage or injuries during the month 
were unrelated to harvest activities. Of note, for 
the first time since May 2009, on 17 and 19 October, 
settlers attacked Palestinians with toxic liquid and 
gas substances in two separate incidents in the 
Nablus governorate; as a result, three Palestinians, 

including one female, suffered from facial swelling 
and nausea and had to be taken to the hospital. 
In another incident, settlers attacked a house in 
the village of Beit Furik, (Nablus) and set ablaze 
a residential room and a vehicle, causing serious 
damage to the property.  

The phenomenon of continued settler violence 
is deeply rooted in impunity – i.e. the Israeli 
authorities’ failure to adequately enforce the 
rule of law in response to Israeli settlers acts of 
violence against Palestinians and their property. 
Israeli forces often fail to stop attacks and follow-
up afterwards is inadequate or poorly conducted. 
Measures of the current system, including requiring 
Palestinians to file complaints at police stations 
located inside Israeli settlements, actively work 
against the rule of law by discouraging Palestinians 
from filing complaints. Recent official efforts to 
retroactively legalize settler takeover of privately-
owned Palestinian land actively promotes a culture 
of impunity that contributes to continued violence.

Israeli military amendment re-
categorizes definition of Palestinian 
minors 

Concerns over the violation of children’s rights remain

The ongoing detention of Palestinian children by 
Israeli security forces and their treatment in the 
military justice system continues to raise serious 
concerns about violations of basic due-process 
rights. Most of these concerns have remained in 
place despite a recent amendment of a few related 
provisions to Israeli military legislation.   

Every year, approximately 700 Palestinian children 
between the ages of 12 -17 are arrested and 
prosecuted by Israeli military courts in the West 
Bank. In 2011, more than 200 children were held in 
detention, on average, every month.6  

Under the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(CRC), to which Israel is a State Party, those below 
the age of 18 are defined as children.7 Although 
Israeli domestic legislation adopted this standard 
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with regard to all Israelis, including those living in 
the West Bank settlements, under the Israeli military 
legislation applied to Palestinians in the West Bank, 
those 16 and 17 years of age were considered adults.  
However, on 27 September 2011, the Israeli military 
amended the relevant provision in the military 
legislation to include those under 18 within those 
categorized as children. 

An additional amendment introduced in the same 
military order shortened the statute of limitations 
for the prosecution of some offenses committed 
by minors, from two years to one (i.e. a child 
could not be prosecuted after a year from the 
alleged commission of the offense). However, this 
amendment will not apply to the vast majority of 
minors being held for security offences, which 
includes those held for stone-throwing, and 
participation in demonstrations, in addition to 
other more serious offenses.

While these amendments are a welcome step 
forward in ensuring children’s rights, there are still 
significant challenges concerning the treatment of 
children under the Israeli military court system. 
Although in September 2009, the Israeli military 
established a special military court for juveniles, 
in practice there is very little difference between 
these courts and their staff, and those trying 
adults.8  The amendment also does not adequately 
address longstanding practices of incarcerating 
children over the age of 16 with adults.9 In addition, 
in most cases, children are interrogated without 
the presence of their parents or an attorney.10 
Although the amendment stipulates that parents 
should be immediately notified of their child’s 
arrest, several exceptions to the rule are allowed:  
if the child refrains from providing information 
identifying his or her parents, the authorities 
are not obliged to obtain details of the parents’ 
identity or whereabouts, and therefore the parents 
would not be notified. Also, while authorities are 
required to make a “reasonable effort” to locate the 
parents, because there are no guidelines as to what 
such an effort would entail, the rigor of this effort 

is open to interpretation and left to the discretion 
of the authorities. In addition, notification may 
be withheld if the authorities consider there to be 
“reasonable suspicion” that such notification would 
obstruct the interrogation process or otherwise 
“harm the security of the region.”  The lack of 
transparency during interrogation sessions is cause 
for concern and is documented in hundreds of 
affidavits and testimonies facilitated by lawyers 
and human rights organizations working with 
children who underwent interrogations. In most 
cases, children have testified that ill-treatment 
occurred during arrest and interrogation, in some 
cases amounting to torture.11  In numerous cases 
children report being forced to sign confessions in 
Hebrew, a language that most do not understand. 

Furthermore, although the authorities are also 
required to inform arrested minors of their right 
to privately consult with an attorney, there is no 
assurance of this because the arrested party must 
provide the details of the attorney to the Israeli 
authorities, and, even then, the attorney may not 
be notified if the interrogator considers that such 
notice will delay the interrogation.

Other concerns: 12

• Most children continue to be arrested during 
Israeli military raids of their homes in the middle 
of the night.

• Most children continue to be painfully tied with 
a single plastic cord in violation of Israeli army 
procedures introduced in April 2010.

• Interrogations are not video-recorded.

• Children continue to be denied bail in 
approximately 90 percent of cases.

• Many children continue to be detained in prisons 
outside of the occupied territory, in violation of 
the Fourth Geneva Convention (Art 76).

Under international law, Israel has an obligation to 
protect and respect the rights of children, without 
discrimination of any kind, including on grounds of 
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national or ethnic origin. The arrest and detention 
of children should be used only as a measure of 
last resort and for the shortest appropriate period 
of time. Children should, at all times, be treated 
with humanity, dignity and worth, and in a 
manner that takes into account their age, needs and 
circumstances. 

New pestilence threatens 
agricultural sector in Gaza

The Red Palm Weevil (Rhynchophorus ferrugineus) 
was first discovered in Gaza in September, and 
poses a severe threat to Gaza’s 120,000 date 
palms. Unchecked, the insect could devastate the 
expanding date industry, which is worth more than 
$4 million to Gaza’s economy. The livelihoods of 
more than 500 people directly employed in date 
farming are under threat, and thousands of other 
families, who rely on additional income from a few 
palms, could also see their incomes reduced.

To monitor the spread of the weevil, FAO is 
providing pheromone traps, which will be placed 
throughout Gaza’s 6,000 dunums of date palms. 
Partially-infected trees will be treated with 
pesticides, but severely infected specimens must 
be uprooted and burnt. Strict quarantine measures 
have been put in place by the local authorities, 
preventing the movement within Gaza of any date 
palm material (apart from dates themselves), and 
banning its import through the tunnels. NGOs with 
projects involving date palms have been advised 

accordingly, and an information booklet for farmers 
and other stakeholders has been produced and 
widely distributed. On 3 November, a workshop 
was held in Gaza City to discuss the situation and 
disseminate information to sector stakeholders. 

Sectoral coordination is particularly vital in cases of 
pests and diseases and this effort is greatly facilitated 
by a steering committee composed of FAO, the 
Ministry of Agriculture, PNGO (represented by 
UAWC), the ICRC, and the Ahliyeh Society for the 
Protection of Palms and Dates, a specialized Gazan 
NGO. This group was first established to coordinate 
the response to Tuta absoluta (the tomato pest which 
arrived in Gaza in 2010), and now meets once a week 
to monitor developments and coordinate activities. 

Although the outbreak was discovered too late to 
be addressed in the 2012 Consolidated Appeals 
Process, in the next year, funding will be required 
to enable NGOs to assist date farmers. The new 
pestilence exacerbates already difficult conditions 
that Gazan farmers face, including Israel’s ban 
on exports, as well as the inability to safely access 
restricted areas near the Gaza-Israel border fence. 
The agriculture sector requires assistance to improve 
yields and incomes through improved irrigation, 
propagation, grove management and post harvest 
production.  Poor farmers who lose their trees to the 
pest may also need compensation or to be provided 
with alternative agriculture livelihoods.
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United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP), United Nations Development Fund for 
Women (UNIFEM), United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO), United Nations Food and Agricultural 
Organization (FAO), United Nations Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), United Nations Office for the 
High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR), United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA), United Nations Relief and Works Agency 

for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), United Nations 
Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process (UNSCO), 
World Food Programme (WFP), World Health Organization (WHO),  
United Nations Maine Action Service (UNMAS), Al Haq, Badil, Save the 
Children (UK), Defence for Children International – Palestine Section 
(DCI-PS), Oxfam GB, Palestine Hydrology Group (PHG),  Campaign for 
the Right to Enter, Action Against Hunger (ACF), 

CONTRIBUTING AGENCIES

MORE INFORMATION: Omar Abulhaj, abulhaj@un.org, +972 (0)2 5829962

1. The Israeli Civil Administration  informed 
OCHA the plan to relocate the Bedouin 
communities on 17 July 2011.

2. See OCHA, Bedouin Relocation: Threat of 
Displacement in the Jerusalem Periphery Fact Sheet, 
October 2011.

3. The following organizations participated in the 
assessment: WHO, FAO, OHCHR, UNRWA, 
UNICEF, Action Contre la Faim, and OCHA.

4. Letter from the Director General of the Ministry 
to Jerusalem’s Mayor, demanding the gradual 
reduction in the amounts of rubbish dumped 
by the municipality on this site, 5 June 2011, 
available at: http://sviva.gov.il/Enviroment/Static/
Binaries/ModulKvatzim/abu-dis_barkat2011_1.pdf

5. See e.g. Hague Regulation, Article 46, and 
Fourth Geneva Convention, Article 49 and 53.

6. According to the Israel Prison Service, there 
were 164 children in detention as of the end of 
September 2011.

7. The CRC was adopted by the UN in November 
1989 and ratified by Israel in 1991. The CRC’s 
age criterion for children should be applied, 
unless under the law applicable to the child, 
majority is attained earlier.

8. The juvenile military court convenes every 
Monday and Thursday using the same facilities 
and court staff used by the adult military courts. 
Children are brought into court in groups of 
twos and threes, wearing leg chains around 
their ankles and dressed in the same brown 
prison uniforms worn by adults.

9. Although children are kept in prison with 
adults, adults do not have access to minors 
during sleeping hours.

10. See “All Guilty!”, No Legal Frontiers,  July 2011.

11. “In their own Words: A report on the situation 
facing Palestinian children detained in the Israeli 
military court system”, 19 July, 2011 Defense for 
Children International (DCI)

12. Press Statement on Military Order 1676 – Raising 
the age of majority, 11 October 2011,  DCI/PS.

Endnotes
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Direct Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict related casualties

2010 2011
Total 
2010

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

Palestinian deaths
Gaza 72 3 3 13 3 5 15 23 3 2 3 28 1 12

West Bank 15 3 0 0 7 0 0 0 1 0 1 2 1 0

Total 87 6 3 13 10 5 15 23 4 2 4 30 2 12

    Of whom are civilians2 35 1 0 2 8 1 6 9 3 2 2 18 1 0

    Of whom are female 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

Palestinian injuries
Gaza 286 24 26 38 12 45 55 64 106 1 29 99 6 14

West Bank 1260 123 61 67 131 89 149 129 291 158 138 92 143 73

Total 1549 147 87 105 143 134 204 194 397 159 35 197 149 87
    Of whom are civilians 1510 147 87 93 143 121 196 187 397 159 164 183 149 77

    Of whom are female 126 23 13 12 16 3 11 9 41 3 18 12 5 14

Israeli deaths
Israel, Gaza and West Bank 9 0 0 0 0 0 5 3 0 0 0 1 2 1

    Of whom are civilians 4 0 0 0 0 0 5 3 0 0 0 1 2 1

    Of whom are female 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Israeli injuries
Israel, Gaza and West Bank 195 5 7 5 5 3 13 10 36 9 3 22 5 9

    Of whom are civilians 62 2 4 1 1 0 5 7 7 6 2 16 3 8

    Of whom are female 15 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0

Tunnel-related casualties3

2010 2011

Total 
2010

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

Deaths 46 3 2 1 3 0 8 0 3 2 3 4 7 3

Injuries 89 3 2 2 8 6 10 1 1 1 5 7 11 0

Israeli-settler related 
incidents resulting in 
casualties or property 
damage

2010 2011

Total 
2010

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

Incidents leading to Palestinian 
casualties4 79 13 2 3 8 4 22 13 9 8 5 3 20 19

Incidents leading to Palestinian 
property/land damages

219 47 11 16 21 17 55 17 20 23 17 20 48 31

Incidents leading to Israeli 
Casualties

32 1 2 0 1 0 1 3 3 3 1 1 4 2

Incidents leading to Israeli 
Property/land damages5 83 7 15 4 0 1 3 2 3 0 1 1 0 1

Conflict-related casualties and violence1
Annex: Monthly Indicator Tables

Civilian Palestinians killed or injured 
by unexploded ordnance in Gaza

Total 
2010 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

Palestinians killed
Adults 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Children 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

Palestinians injured
Adults 6 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Children 8 4 1 0 0 3 1 0 0 1 2

Source: United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS)

20112010
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2010 A 2011 pr
2010 

Monthly 
Average

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

Search Campaigns (West 
Bank) 397 453 281 385 393 387 381 454 355 302 464 243 221 315

Palestinians detained (West 
Bank) 275 245 183 175 274 305 320 258 366 276 269 228 174 179

Source: OCHA

Palestinians under Israeli custody (occupation 
related)6

2010 A 2011 pr
2010 

Monthly 
Average

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

Total as of the end of the 
month

6219 5847 5741 5672 5642 5550 NA 5352 5335 NA 5398 5204 NA NA

of whom are women 31 30 33 33 30 31 NA 31 29 NA 29 29 NA NA
of whom are 
administrative 
detainees7

218 213 205 204 219 214 NA 219 228 NA 243 272 NA NA

of whom are 
detained Detained 
until the conclusion 
of legal proceedings

940 737 719 683 621 632 NA 657 630 NA 621 642 NA NA

Source: Israeli Prison Service (through B’Tselem)

Search and Arrest

Demolition of Structures
Structures demolished8

2010 A 2011 pr

Total 
2010 

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

Total West Bank 439 25 34 84 29 69 78 16 29 131 31 0 19 48

of which in Area C 357 23 17 62 20 68 77 16 27 130 29 0 10 47

of which in East 
Jerusalem

82 2 17 22 9 1 1 0 2 1 2 0 3 1

People Displaced due to demolitions or evictions9

2010 A 2011 pr

Total 
2010 

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

Total West Bank 606 39 53 139 70 105 158 0 134 219 66 0 66 83

of whom were 
displaced in
 Area C

478 39 38 85 55 98 154 0 127 218 42 0 56 83

of whom were 
displaced in East 
Jerusalem

128 0 15 54 15 7 4 0 7 0 24 0 10 0

Source: Displacement Working Group



11THE MONTHLY HUMANITARIAN MONITOR
OCTOBER 2011

Structures demolished8

2010 A 2011 pr

Total 
2010 

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

Total West Bank 439 25 34 84 29 69 78 16 29 131 31 0 19 48

of which in Area C 357 23 17 62 20 68 77 16 27 130 29 0 10 47

of which in East 
Jerusalem

82 2 17 22 9 1 1 0 2 1 2 0 3 1

People Displaced due to demolitions or evictions9

2010 A 2011 pr

Total 
2010 

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

Total West Bank 606 39 53 139 70 105 158 0 134 219 66 0 66 83

of whom were 
displaced in
 Area C

478 39 38 85 55 98 154 0 127 218 42 0 56 83

of whom were 
displaced in East 
Jerusalem

128 0 15 54 15 7 4 0 7 0 24 0 10 0

Source: Displacement Working Group

Number of Palestinian children killed - direct 
conflict

2010 2011
Total 
2010 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

West Bank 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

Gaza Strip 5 0 0 0 0 0 4 2 1 0 0 3 0 0

Number of Palestinian children injured - direct conflict

West Bank 282 24 31 5 15 30 37 45 73 19 17 17 13 14

Gaza Strip 50 5 5 7 1 12 20 17 33 0 6 24 3 1

Number of Israeli children killed - direct conflict 

oPt 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

Israel 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

Number of Israeli children injured - direct conflict

oPt 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Israel 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Number of Palestinian children held in detention by Israeli authorities

In Israel and oPt
289 
(mon 

ave)

256 228 213 221 216 NA 217 211 209 202 180 164 NA

Number of Palestinian children displaced by demolitions

West Bank 297 24 33 59 40 104 63 0 17 131 41 0 32 52

Number of incidents resulting in the disruption of schools19

oPt 24 2 1 3 7 5 7 10 5 1 1 5 3 3

Souce: OCHA, DWG, Defence for Children Inernational, 
Israel Palestine Working Group on grave violatons 
affecting children in armed conflict

Child Protection
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Access

Internal West Bank movement obstacles

2010 2011
2010 

Monthly 
Average

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

Permanently staffed 
checkpoints (not 
including Barrier 
Checkpoints)

71 64 65 64 64 63 63 63 63 63 62 62 62 62

Barrier checkpoint na na na na 35 35 35 35 35 35 34 34 34 34

Partially staffed 
checkpoints12 21 23 23 24 24 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25

Unstaffed obstacles13 519 424 425 426 428 427 429 429 429 429 436 436 436 436

Total excluding Barrier 
checkpoints 611 511 513 514 516 515 517 517 517 517 523 523 523 523

Flying Checkpoints14 414 421 414 513 366 503 454 665 523 477 469 488 406 540

Source: OCHA

Access to healthcare - Gaza

2010 2011

2010 
Monthly 
Average

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

Applications for permits 
to leave Gaza through 
Erez Crossing15

970 976 821 895 935 899 975 825 1076 951 978 668 822 864

   of which approved 757 744 650 690 744 784 744 746 982 843 886 601 746 790

   of which denied 54 21 17 15 22 21 21 19 22 26 33 14 20 18

   of which delayed 16 158 211 154 190 169 94 211 79 68 82 59 53 56 56

Source: WHO

Movement of humanitarian staff, West Bank
2010 2011

2010 
Monthly 
Average

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

Incidents of delayed or 
denied access at WB 
checkpoint17

44 38 25 60 44 31 31 40 52 53 38 26 44 29

Of which occurred at 
Jerusalem checkpoint 32 23 14 40 40 22 20 20 36 38 na 10 7 18

Number of staff days 
lost due to checkpoint 
incidents

29 31 26 54 60 29 18 14 29 23 na 40 14 13

Source: OCHA
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Truckloads of goods entering Gaza from Israel

Source: Palestinian Ministry of National Economy, Gaza

CAP 2010 CAP 2011

Cluster
Total request in 

million $
% of funds received

Total request in 
million $

% of funds received

Agriculture 46.6 24% 35.0 35%

Cash for Work and 
Cash Assistance

193 35% 143.8 30%

Coordination and 
Support Services

23.3 95% 20.9 42%

Education 24 17% 16.4 25%

Food Security 183.2 65% 204.0 49%

Health and Nutrition 22.4 83% 21.1 58%

Protection 55.4 55% 39.8 71%

Shelter and Non-food 
items

17 62% 21.6 37%

Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene

38.6 40% 33.8 40%

Total 603.4 55% 536.3 43%

Source: Financial Tracking System (FTS)

Consolidated Appeals Process (CAP): CAP 2010 and 2011 
funding status as of 19 July 2011
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Casualties
1. Conflict-related casualties: includes all casualties 

that occurred in violent incidents immediately 
related to the Israeli occupation and the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, such as military operations, 
search and arrest campaigns, clashes during 
demonstrations, attacks involving Israeli settlers, etc. 
These figures exclude other related casualties such 
as those in the context of access delays, the explosion 
of unexploded ordnance, reckless handling 
of weapons, collapse of tunnels, and internal 
Palestinian violence. 

2. Civilians: includes people who, according to the 
information available at the time of publication, 
did not fulfill a “continuous combatant function” 
as part of an organized armed group, regardless 
of the circumstances of their injury or killing. 
Figures in this category should not be considered 
comprehensive, as unconfirmed or disputed cases 
are excluded.

3. Tunnel related casualties: figures in this category 
may overlap with those under conflict-related 
casualties, as it includes casualties in the context 
of Israeli attacks targeting tunnels, as well as those 
resulting from tunnel collapses and other accidents. 

Israeli settler-related violence

4. Incidents resulting in casualties: includes all violent 
incidents involving Israeli settlers and Palestinians, 
including those in which the injury was caused by 
a member of the Israeli security forces during an 
intervention in such an incident. 

5. Incidents resulting in property damage/losses: ibid.
Search and Arrest

6. Palestinians in Israeli custody:  includes all 
Palestinians from the oPt held by the Israeli 
authorities at the end of each month, whether 
in Israel or in the West Bank, in connection to 
an offense related to the Israeli occupation and 
classified by the Israeli authorities as a “security 
detainee/prisoner”. Therefore it excludes 
Palestinians held in connection to a “regular” 
criminal offense.

7. Administrative detainees: Palestinians held by the 
Israeli authorities without charge or trial, allegedly 
for preventive purposes. 

Demolitions 

8. Structures demolished: includes all Palestinian-
owned structures in the oPt demolished by the 
Israeli authorities, regardless of their specific use 
(residential or non-residential) or the grounds 
on which the demolition was carried out (lack of 
building permit, military operation or punishment). 

9. People displaced due to demolitions: includes all 
persons that were living in structures demolished 
by the Israeli authorities, regardless of the place in 
which they relocated following the demolition. 

10. People affected by demolitions: includes all people 
that benefited from a demolished structure (as a 
source of income, to receive a service, etc), excluding 
those displaced. 

Access West Bank

11. Permanently staffed checkpoints: staffed by Israeli 
security personnel, excluding checkpoints located 
on the Green Line and ‘agricultural gates’ along the 
Barrier. 

12. Partially staffed checkpoints: checkpoint 
infrastructure staffed on an ad-hoc basis. 

13. Unstaffed obstacles: includes roadblocks, 
earthmounds, earth walls, road gates, road barriers, 
and trenches. For historical reasons, this figure 
excludes obstacles located within the Israeli-
controlled area of Hebron City (H2). 

14. ‘Flying’ or random checkpoints: checkpoints 
deployed on an ad hoc basis in places without pre-
existing infrastructure. 

 
Access to health

15. Applications for permits to leave Gaza through 
Erez: includes only the applications submitted for 
travel scheduled within the reporting period.  

16. Delayed applications: includes applications 
regarding which no answer was received by the date 
of the medical appointment, thus forcing the patient 
to restart the application process.  

Movement of humanitarian staff

17. Incidents of delayed or denied access at a WB 
checkpoint: includes incidents affecting local or 
international staff of humanitarian organizations, 
both UN and international NGOs. 

Imports to Gaza 

18. Truckloads by type: for historical reasons this figure 
excludes truckloads carrying all types of  fuel. 

Child Protection

19. Attacks include the targeting of schools that cause 
the total or partial destruction of such facilities. 
Other interferences to the normal operation of the 
facility may also be reported, such as the occupation, 
shelling, targeting for propaganda of, or otherwise 
causing harm to school facilities or its personnel.

Monthly Indicator Notes and Clarifications 


